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Report of oonvwr 3 *tlo!ml exchanges with a nenber of the Soviet naval attache staff 


(London) In the course of a four-hour restaurant dinner session which the writer spent aa the 
gus3t of the Sorlat official, 

-CHA BEGLASStHGATIQN/RE'LEASEHNSTRUCTIONS-ON'FlLE 


Refi (a) C*T(mn) Secret ltr - Oil Notice X< 3<'<20 Op-J 22 H 2 E dtd 10 Septanbnr, 1952 


1# At a lunoJieon session of tha Association of Junior Assistant Naval Attaches held In 
London on l September, 1952, the miter found himself far the second such occasion seated 
next to subject officer. In the course of a limping aonvwrsatlon I asked Lalakov if he had 
found any ifjd Russian food in tha London restaurants j he said no, lm prefarrsd to a at at 
hone, but that if ha did cane across anythin g of t-,e sort ha would lot no know— that he 
lajuld like for an to bo his f'uest. On Frldav nnmitK, September 19th, Lttlako* telephoned 
ne «\d aslaad if I would dine witi him at 0 pur., Renday, September 2?, at the Hun saris 
Restaurant Lower Rever t b treat, md I accepted. This nmormdun constitutes a reoprd of 
our conversation on that occasion. Pet the sdcs of oanwonienca aid clarity our exchanges 
aim arranged partly in suweary fjr* and partly in qu*atioiv.and-ms *• r, to ifclah presentation 
rd soasion kith Captain Lulakov aeons peculiarly adaptable* Subject is a dlffloult person to 
converse with because, in a pi to of tha fact that hi a Baalish has been noted to lagareve since 
he ropertad hero, his very limited cawcand of the languagp still dictate# tbs •aplcysient of 
ths siwplost vocabulary aid rakes necessary «any ro ^otitiena md rephrasing#, At aost, tiaac 
itfien he is a pa akin? English Captain Lu Iakov aproars to be in actual pain in & a groping ftor 
word* sri neanings* This liability, however , has hewn found by tbs writer to ecmtdtuts an 
advantage, because idian Lulakov speaks English t fears is nave? any doubt that ho is attempting 
to gat at, all verbal subtleties being beyond hi a, Aa a final pro Had. nary note it aright be 
observed that, in accordance with the custom of A/ARI, j&enfeera address one another by first 
Panes or by nio tames j acoordiarly throughout this evening Captain Lulakov was "Nik* an al I 
was "John**, 


•2* Lulalcov explained .that he had selected the ftoB^arla le-taurmt beams* ha had been ufc- 
Sble to locate a good Russian one and Hun ’az Ian fond «i adailar* Vhan tt* waiter appeared. 
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LulakeWs drat eonoero was to gat the vodka ordar sat up, No Russian vodka was to ba had, 
only Polish; this was prtuiucod in a bucket of ice, ar.d Lulakov was solicitous that 1 start 
doing It justice right away, My first thought was that this was an obvious aof taning-up 
proceua for tha quiz to fbllear, and each it night hav* been in part; but it was soon 
evident that his main concern was to get started on the refreshment himself, and once under** 
way he didn't waste much more time on psvwuadlng me to keep up* By the end of the evening 
tha vodka fifth was finished, and moat of the job had fallen to La Iakov; the only evidence 
he showed of it was in a slight relaxing of his habitual attitude; of painful concentration* 

3* Our first exchanges had to do with personal histories* Ha settled my place and date ef 
birth and the occupation of ay parents ( apparently sufficiently proletarian not to put him 
off), and I asted the state information of liia* He was torn, he said, in 1912 in a country 
village about 25 miles from Leningrad, one of a family of three boys and two girls* His 
father was a ssnstruction worker until hi s retirement in l?iiO on account of age; his mother 
c«w of farming stock; they row live in Leningrad with, hie older brother* Lulakov entered 
the "Eaval Academy* in Lenina rad in 1926 , Wiere he stayed for three year®, aid than want on 
to another school in Savablopol* Of ids .'>( ivice career the only details tJiat I could es« 
ta bl . 1 were that he served at one tiaa in Vladivostok; that he spent some tine in tawrtca 
during the mar as a Soviet Navy representative in Portland, Oregon, in the course of which 
assigraaent ha also visited Los Angeles and Vancouver ; a:*3 that his last duty before coming 
to London was as cosmandar of a division of frigates. 

U* It tfcum being my turn to be questioned, I save him his chanoe* Did I attend our Naval 
Academy? No, I was a Reservist, Where did I ,70 to scheolT What did I study? How did it 
happen that a student of literature mid a "professor* was a naval officer? Whan did I 
become an officer? Did I go back to tin University after the war? (These questions X 
regarded as reasonably harmless and I wiawered then with reasonable a ecu racy, it balng my 
object at this paint tc build up sons "credit" foray own further questions ; I also 
attempted at this stagp to establish a reasonable basis for the general Ignorance on 
technical, naval matters to Which I find it eonveui«nt an such oecesio* to confess ,) 9H I 
volunteer to earn back? No, as an active samkar of th* Navr.l Reserve I was simply called 
book* Did I abject to this? No, it was What I expected mid war? prepared for as a Rasarvist, 

$0 1 than resumed tie initiative, and I aana:ed to retain it until tha crude ideological 
discussion reported below, (a) Whet did the Soviet Navy Maintain in tia way of a reserve 
organisation? (A) Every sailor on release fTon service wai subject to further training and 
maintained in an active-reserve status ter ten yem-s. (Q) Did the USSR have a Marika Carps 
similar to that of the United States? (A) Net at present activated, and at no time have 
Mari nes been actually assigned to Soviet ships; dor lug tb» War picked recruits from all 
branches of tha service were brought together in the Naval Infantry orgailsation, which 
constituted what amounted to an elite oorpe and figured prominently in the fighting around 
Imningvad »d Sevastopol; .at the end of the War these troops ware re turns d to their various 
branches, Wiers they maintain their Naval Imfsatry training as auxiliary duty and are subject 
to being called out said again grouped as- Naval Xnfeitry specialists; at certain periods and 
in bar tain places (caromed) Naval Infantry brigades are maintained for training purposes 
»!/&& their personnel subject to frequent rotation between their re pilar service ass ignme nts 
and the Naval Infantry activities. 


* 
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6* (Q) *fhat kind of duties had he (Lulakov) carried out aboard, ship? (A) Gunnery; 

Meri ration — hi* favorite. (a) Red he ever be«i a Comunieattone Officer? (A) Hoj in thi 
Bueeian Bevy, shipboard ccwtud. cations were the responsibility of non-ocwriLssi oned speed el 
istej an officer assigned to euch duty would have charge of the communications ectiritJ.ee ef 
several ships* (Q) Which ef the Fleet divisions of the Soviet levy w>uld he prefer fcr m 
aasignaenrt? (A) He didn't ears so long m he me et set) he counted himself e good officer 
S% see but not so good in London* 


7* (<J) Hoar did :a lie his present duty? (k) It ms all right, but both he aid his uife 
would he glad xo get -teas* w; Bid they iiave any children? (A.) Two— et boy ef eight and a 
girl of five; the girl was here, but t'k. boy vas at a<f tool in Russia, living sit: the 
■ether's parents, six,© they nad no sui coble school jure* {%) Sed ho seen anything of 
tnglaxd? (A) ’very because they hau to keep within the 25-mile limit* i'i) Didn't 

they have any sort ct holiday place cn the coast? (A) *’o, xtothin^ at all on my water What- 
soever; their enbassy a ad twice requested that eons sort of a coses to a beach arwa be 
established ter than but had been turned down, end there they h»d decided to let the wetter 
■test* They dll, newx^r, have a : reet hu'we* outflow uio 25-mile limit wnere they could go 
with “their fami lies far e holiday* It was si tested about 60 miles southwest of L©odbn* in 
a house that hid once been a "Lord's palace" which timir embassy had bought* It was near a 
Tillage tho owe of which he couldn't saner. ber but it had a telephone exchange the first part 
af which sounded Hit "hawk" (Kobe* I dec tilled as ’-tawkhursi, near Winchester)* It had eoae 
grounds arcoiid it, but no witcr for ewiiaaing or coating# About 16 euatowera could be 
aaofiaeodatwd at a time; mil* were ordinarily taken together in the dining rows* but private 
dinner parties canid also be arretted* 

• * 

6* At tide point my host wed* a gesture to indicate tnat be van tad to aey eoae thin g ml 
needed e littla t-i» to formulate it* Whai. ha earns out with, ell in one sentence, woe cs 
follows * Why is your country saying fcuasia vaata war when a be wants peace while year 
country ia bulletin^ basee around Russia mi i mskX.iz threats like fcaluureoe ar.d putting the 
hack in power, end why does ywur sown try not livu up to the Potsdam a gr i—nt T I* 
countered with testimony to the gmwral jpodwill wiich tae USA tore toward Russia at tte'attd 
of the War, end attempted to review the pro ease by wM.ab the 03SA, by shuttli* barself off 
and reverting to her practioe of subversion and obstruction, ied fbroed the Vest to tte 
present soiree* Ae to the Potedsw agreement, I ef fared the observation that, since the hw 
adma this agswemuut was wade, eerte&n other potent factors had «u« to play, such as the feta 
of Roland, Bulgaria* kaear.ie, Caachoalovukie, aid Hungary* lulek ov would have none of * M * — 
the people's governments of those countries had beat chosen by their own people etc*— end 
proceeded to expound the straight Party lias in the sijf>leat terns* tte bast, jertioalorly 
the United States gotwrnmete tinder Truman (net the people as a #xola, be wanted as to waters, 
stand) aw preparing fcr war and acting in a vary provocative earner toward Ala USSR end ter 
"allies** The 096R, o® tea otter haid, wanted ccly peace aril the opportunity to impair ter 
war damage «»d prooosd with her peaceful oonatruetdon projects Ilte tie Yolgm-fiwn Canal* If 
*• in America had only espcrleaoed first-. baud the deatouctiveneaa of war wu would knew that 
enemcr wer was tbe lest thing the Russian people wanted* The American government kept up 
its preparations for war aid prolonged the war in Korea because it woe afraid of an eeanteie 
Collapse If war industries stopped* Falk of Russia's wan&Axm wer was Amerieaa propaganda* 
¥hy did I believe this propaganda? 


3 
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9, I &3ied ny host if he hid read Kiri Marx, las, he had studied Marx; and before I cxild 

g»t bin- back on the track ha demonstrated his very rudimentary understanding of the Marxian 

version of class history ("alave, Federal, Capitalist, Corsnuni3t’‘), and his familiarity 
with the te» "dialectical materlaEST®' He apparently did not understand the meaning of 
"dialectic” , however, and had never heard of Hefjel, a hen I asked hin what iwu : goint: to 
sueeeed CowiuniSR when it had had its day aid the dialectical process still carried an, he 
explained to me petientlv that Communism was the End cf Civilisation, with nothing further 
to follow; and he wee comoletely unaware of the irony ef his atateaent, I pointed cut that 
the reel point I was leading up to was that nr> part of tha w^r Id outside the Soviet Onion 

could feel sate from Soviet ar preasion in the li^ht of us beei c Concunist doctrine itself, 

which called fear Couamnist world domination etc. Lulakov said tfcot I did not understand, 
the Soviet people wanted only peace, I observe” tnat whatever the Soviet people wanted, it 
was really shat the Politburo wanted that Mattered; LuXa&ev replied that the aeviet people 
loved ( sip ) ^toe Politburo beceaae they knew it >ork»d alwevs in their interests, 

10, LulakMv chose to change the subject, Vihy did America not arras to outlaw the sums bomb? 
I brought Up tha Matter pf the seewing impossibility of setting up a proper system of 
inspection; his answer was to the effect that it was necessary to agree to outlaw the atom 
bomb before any talk of inspections was undertaken, 

11, I asked Lulakov if ha honestly believed that America was tte aggressor in Korea; well, 
be didn't think ha could say tnat exactly, hot he wasready to declare that the South 
Koreans had been the aggressor, What did he think of the fiction of the Chinese 
■volunteers"? He let this go, seeming by this tine to have wearied of politics. 


12* Tbs last line of discussion my host introduced before ip left the restaurant had to do 

with the nature aid extent of my official "oentarte", Did I visit many British ships? Me, 

X did not. Did 1 belong to siy clubs? Ices worth wenticning, Did 1 know many British 
naval officers? Several, What kind of sport was X interested In? What gases did I like to 
play? Did X know of a table* term ia club to which X could introduce hie and tfwre ha could 
play? 

r 

13, The general tenor of our long session was fairly friendly, Lnlekov allowed himself 
several noaantt of obvious exasperation over my capitalistic stubborn* jo , but he invariably 
cau$t himself before he reached tha stage of out-and-out rudeness and usually managed to 
finish off my eh ev of tenner with a grin. Only once did he scan to come does to creasing 
the line, and this was just before vs left the tablet 1 asked hi& what he hoped he would 
get for hi? next assignment, and his verbatim a newer was "Tha Far East Fleet, so that 1 can 
Meet you first"— a rema*k that I considered intereettnp on more than oae count; and even 

this la managed to turn oft as somethin:* of a shoe of wit, 

111;, The bill fbr the evecin* came to five pounds sewn shillings, on top of vhish Lulakov 
left a cne-oound tip, I drove hir; to his apartnent house In the Lenses ter Gate district, 
and when lie left he pro Mis ed me en early opreitunlty to saaqple his wile's Russian cooking, 

15, . la conclusion, I would offer tha following observations on ny averting with Captain 
Lulakov, I would judge his notives Li arranrir.: the occasion to have Lena fivefoldi (a) 
he wished to sound re out aid determine my value to hi" as a contact; (b) he wanted a 
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chance to give forth an Ids version of the Party line to m American naval officer; (c) he 
felt obliged to make sen* show of social nin^lin^ with his ears open and to rake some dent 
in his expense account in order to demonstrate to his superiors that '» is not entirely 
useless ol on^ these lines; (d) he seta ally does feel so'.ot din atirrfrv: of the social instinct 
n»d wasted m evening sway from his fasti liar associates with all expense* paid; and most 
important (•) he wanted to set up a owls fbr udln'? me as a reais to broaden ids field of 
contacts in Lcxidou , I judged that he selected ns 'ecause I liave on too occasions sat next 
to him at luncheon and have attempted to carry n a conversation with him, vdhid. contact 
established s» in his ryes ae the nearest thiru; to m acquaintance among the Assistant U.S. 
KaVal Attaches* Apparently I Have managed to convince Him that ray technical kncwle&oe of 
naval matters is too United to be vrorth much exploiting, because on this occasion he left 
such subjects alone after a few moves in this direction* I should jud^e, howsver, that he 
still comidars ns potentially ussful in s social way, and his further maneuvers in this 
direction will be awaited with interest* 

16* This report Has been presented in this detail not far the sake of the specific 
information it contains, which is reco-.rdsed to be alight, but for its -value as a 
personality study of the individual concerned, nd s a picture of a Soviet Intelligence 
officer in action* 
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